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III. Status of Claims 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 7 and 8 are rejected and under appeal. 
Claims 3, 4 and 6 are cancelled. 
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V. Summary of Claimed Subject Matter 

The present invention is directed to a studless tire which possesses 
improved performance on snow and ice. 

As described at independent claim 1, the claimed invention is 
directed to a studless tire having a tire tread containing a rubber 
composition (page 4, lines 19-24). The rubber composition comprises (a) 
a diene rubber (page 5, lines 7-15), 2 to 30 parts by weight of (b) glass 
fibers (page 5, lines 16-21; page 6, lines 20-26), (c) at least one member 
selected from the group consisting of carbon black (page 7, lines 14-19; 
page 8, lines 4-10) and silica (page 7, lines 20-27; page 8, lines 11-17), 
and 1 to 15 parts by weight (page 10, lines 8-13) of (d-1) aluminum 
hydroxide (page 9, lines 2-27; page 10, line 1) softer than the glass fibers 
and having an average particle-size of less than 25 |im and/or (d-2) 
silicone rubber powders (page 10, lines 16-27; page 11, lines 1-11) based 
on 100 parts by weight of the diene rubber. 

As described on page 22, lines 16-20 of the present application, 
the claimed invention enables improved performance on ice and snow to 
be achieved while improving abrasion resistance and maintaining 
dispersibility of the reinforcing agent without increasing the rubber 
hardness. 



